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it a point to call on the President. F. reports that the Pre-
sident was feeling very well over the election returns, and,
on the subject of the Navy Yard votes, expressed his inten-
tion of not further interfering but will turn the whole mat-
ter over to me whenever the politicians call upon him. I
have no doubt he thinks so, but when Weed and Raymond,
backed by Seward, insist that action must be taken, he
will hardly know how to act. His convictions and good
sense will place him with me, but they will alarm him with
forebodings of disaster if he is not vindictive. Among
other things an appeal has been made to him in behalf of
Scofield, a convicted fraudulent contractor, who is now in
prison to serve out his sentence. Without consulting me,
the President has referred the subject to Judge-Advocate-
General Holt, to review and report to him. Holt knows
nothing of the case, and, with his other duties, cannot ex-
amine this matter thoroughly. Why should the President
require him, an officer of another Department, wholly un-
acquainted with the subject, to report upon it? There are
probably two thousand pages of manuscript. The New
York party jobbers are in this thing. They will . . . try to
procure [Scofield's] release and pardon for a consideration.

October 14, Friday. Seward was quite exultant over the
elections; feels strong and self-gratified. Says this Ad-
ministration is wise, energetic, faithful, and able beyond
any of its predecessors; that it has gone through trials
which none of them has ever known, and carried on, under
extraordinary circumstances and against combinations
such as the world has never known, a war unparalleled in
the annals of the world. The death of Judge Taney was
alluded to. His funeral takes place to-morrow. The body
will pass from his residence at 7 A.M. to the depot; and be
carried to Frederick, Maryland. Seward thought it his
duty to attend the funeral in this city but not farther, and
advised that the President should also. The Attorney-
General deemed it his duty and a proper courtesy to go